Someone might walk into a building and say that they can "feel the vibrations". They don't mean that the building is moving…….but perhaps they do, depending on how they are using "moving". Words can be misleading, so let's try again.
They don't mean that they can feel the floor going up and down. Their use of "vibrations" is non-scientific and emotional. The building has evoked a response, conditioned by their experiences, perhaps childhood memories and both sad and happy times. There are also those who believe it creates a good impression to "feel the vibrations", as this has implications of sensitivity and all its compassionate attributes.
Of course, you can't measure human sensitivity like you can the sensitivity of a microphone. For a microphone, sensitivity might be 50mV/Pa, but you would need a brain scan to show the source of, and then estimate a magnitude for, the sensitivity of a person.
There are many words which have a precise scientific meaning, and also have a wider popular one. For example, power, resonance, wave. We usually know their meaning from the context.
However, when scientific words are used in scientific discussions, by those who do not understand their correct scientific meaning, a communication problem arises. This occurs in acoustics, where a common difficulty is confusion between decibel level and loudness, or different views on what is meant by low frequency noise and infrasound. We should not expect to be entitled to our opinions on matters of proven scientific fact.
Not so solid "scientific" facts may be used to give popular credibility to what appears to be a crazy notion -the public loves to be persuaded by science, especially in matters of health. Take the recently introduced healthy water, H 2 Om, for which it is said that 1 "…..everything in the universe contains a vibrational resonance or frequency. There are several distinctive energetic frequencies that are infused in each bottle of H2Om".
The outcome is to "send the powerful vibration of Love and Perfect Health out into the world"
Which brings us back to vibration, but don't make too much of a noise about it. 1 www.h2omwater.com Note: Om is a sacred word in eastern religions.
If gun club cuts house value, what redress?
When George Hanna opened up the Buffalo Creek Trap Club on State Highway 64 in Van Zandt County about a month ago, he hoped it would provide pleasure for a lot of people who enjoy trap shooting, and it has. However, some of the neighbours around the new trap club are very unhappy about the noise caused by all the shooting. Some of the residents in the area have been advised by a real estate agent that the noise will decrease the value of their property, and that a "noise disclosure" would have to be included if their property is listed for sale. So, protesters have asked the county to adopt a noise pollution ordinance. However, Van Zandt County Judge Rhita Koches said, "Counties do not have ordinance-making authority." She said county judges, on numerous occasions, have asked the state legislature to pass bills giving counties the authority to pass ordinances, but to no avail. Precinct 4 County Commissioner Ron Carroll said there are laws that protect the rights of shooting clubs to exist. Carroll provided copies of the Local Government Code, Chapter 250, which states: "A person may not bring a nuisance, or similar action against a sport shooting range based on noise..... if no applicable noise ordinance, or rule exists."
